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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This paper provides details of the Transport Committee’s recent report on emerging transport 

technology. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the report, Future Transport: How is London responding to 

technological innovation?, as agreed by the Chairman under delegated authority, in 

consultation with the Deputy Chair and party Group Lead Members. 

 

 

3. Background  
 
3.1 The Committee has been investigating emerging transport technology in 2017/18. The terms of 

reference for the investigation were: 

 To identify how recent and ongoing technological innovations are likely to affect London’s 

transport system over the next 25 years. 

 To assess the risks and benefits of new transport technology to London and Londoners, in 

light of the Mayor’s proposed Healthy Streets approach for the transport system. 

 To understand how well equipped TfL is to deal with technological advances in the transport 

sector. 

 
3.2 The investigation included a call for views and information, site visits to view new technology in 

action, and meetings with Transport for London (TfL) and other stakeholders. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The recommendations of the report are: 

 



        

Recommendation 1 

TfL should establish an advisory panel, with the Department for Transport, London boroughs and 

other key stakeholders, to have input to and oversee the work of the Transport Innovation 

directorate. This panel and Transport Innovation officers should be asked to regularly update the 

TfL Board on emerging technological trends in the transport sector and lead a discussion on action 

TfL needs to take in preparation. We ask the Mayor and TfL to confirm by the end of May 2018 

whether a panel will be established and what process will be put in place to update the TfL Board.  

Recommendation 2  

To ensure the introduction of CAVs is beneficial for London, the Mayor and TfL should produce an 

update to their car club strategy in 2018/19 which reflects the new Mayor’s Transport Strategy and 

specifically considers how to embed car sharing in the context of the potential emergence of 

connected and autonomous vehicles. The Transport Innovation directorate and advisory panel 

should have input to the modified strategy. We ask the Mayor and TfL to confirm by the end of 

May 2018 that this work is underway.  

Recommendation 3  

The Mayor and TfL should consider the potential development and impact of autonomous bus 

technology on London. A review of this area should be undertaken during 2018/19 and the 

potential implications for London’s existing bus network, including the risks of changing the way 

bus services are staffed. We ask the Mayor and TfL to confirm by the end of May 2018 that this 

work is underway.  

Recommendation 4  

TfL and boroughs should consider whether to introduce a London-wide licensing regime for 

dockless cycle hire. This could involve a small number of operators being granted permission to 

operate across London. Licensing requirements could specify commitments to provide services in 

outer London boroughs, and adherence to the terms of TfL’s code of practice for operators. We 

ask the Mayor and TfL to confirm by the end of May 2018 that discussions on this proposal are 

underway.  

Recommendation 5  

The Mayor and TfL should engage in discussions with the Government, boroughs and operators to 

develop the principles of a new regulatory regime for demand-responsive bus services. These 

should include requirements to serve areas with less dense public transport coverage, and ensure 

accessibility for older and disabled passengers. Thereafter the Mayor and TfL should implement 

these principles where possible, and ask the Government to make any necessary legislative 

changes. We ask the Mayor and TfL to confirm by the end of May 2018 its plans to initiate these 

discussions.  

Recommendation 6  

TfL should continue to make its data open for use by app developers, but seek to enter reciprocal 

agreements whereby data produced by apps powered by underlying TfL data is shared with TfL. 

This should be a requirement for existing apps using TfL data and new apps seeking to do so. This 

principle should also be in the Mayor’s upcoming Smart London plan. We ask the Mayor and TfL to 

confirm by the end of May 2018 what steps they are taking to deliver this.  

 



        

Recommendation 7  

The Mayor and TfL should seek to understand the likely scale and impact of commercial drone use 

in London, both airborne and ground-based. Any existing use of drones in London should be 

monitored, and discussions should take place with the logistics and retail industries and other 

stakeholders.  

TfL should produce new projections for drone use in London to inform continued debate about 

how to regulate and manage their operations. We ask the Mayor and TfL to produce initial findings 

and projections by the end of May 2018.  

Recommendation 8  

The Mayor and TfL should proactively engage in discussions with the Government, London 

Boroughs, the drone industry, National Air Traffic Services and other relevant stakeholders about 

the future control system for drones in London, ahead of the expected publication of the 

Government’s draft Drone Bill in Spring 2018.  

TfL’s aim should be to agree a common set of principles for a new control system, including the 

necessity for new TfL powers in this area. Consideration should also be given to the need for an 

integrated control system for ground-based autonomous vehicles and airborne drones, and how 

this could be implemented.  

We ask the Mayor and TfL to update the Committee by the end of May 2018 with details of 

discussions they are undertaking. 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 
5.2 Officers confirm that the report, Future Transport: How is London responding to technological 

innovation? falls within the Committee’s terms of reference. 
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
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